
20 LMT   [october 2008] Visit us online: www.lmtcommunications.com

An exclusive LMT survey

Comparison of average fees 
by laboratory size

CROWN AND BRIDGE 
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The dentist sends you a rubber-based impression, opposing cast and wax bite for a 3-unit PFM bridge. 
You make 2 stone dies, pour cast, articulate and make 2 abutments (1 bicuspid and 1 molar), 

1 pontic and 2 connections. Indicate your average fee for:

3-unit base/non-precious metal 
bridge (including metal)

$396 $386 $370 $313 $425 $376

3-unit noble/high noble bridge 
(not including metal)

410 467 416 394 483 427

The dentist sends you an impression. 
You make the model and die, articulate the case and fabricate the following:

Porcelain-fused-base/non-precious 
crown (including metal)

131 141 128 116 140 131

Porcelain-fused-noble/high 
noble crown (not including metal)  

141 164 149 136 153 148

Porcelain laminate veneer  175 189 187 173 195 182

All-ceramic inlay/onlay  175 178 179 168 185 176

Pressable ceramic full crown  179 192 194 181 193 187

Pressed-to-metal crown 
(not including metal)  

168 160 183 178 165 173

Pressed-to-zirconia crown 225 226 232 217 209 223

Pressed-to-zirconia 3-unit bridge 543 670 679 649 604 639

Indirect composite full 
coverage crown

143 119 173 137 132 144

Indirect composite inlay  127 111 167 128 130 135

Indirect composite/fiber 
full coverage 3-unit bridge

— 298 412 407 451 402

Indirect composite 
inlay 3-unit bridge  

— 333 369 364 428 366

Metal-free crown with 
CAD/CAM-fabricated understructure

201 206 221 193 196 205

Metal-free 3-unit bridge with 
CAD/CAM-fabricated understructure

611 652 593 558 608 601

Full gold crown 
(not including gold)  

106 119 120 104 112 112

Cast gold inlay/onlay 102 115 121 104 109 110

Post and core 
(not including metal)

60 61 64 59 60 62

Add’l charge for 
porcelain butt margins

30 33 34 35 36 33

3-unit Maryland Bridge, 
2 wings, 1 ceramo pontic 

244 240 233 263 249 248

Note: A dash (—) indicates that we re-
ceived insufficient data in this category. 
Also, there is not enough data to report 
lab size breakdowns of partial denture, 
orthodontic or removable implant fees.

Respondents are 
outsourcing 7% 

of their overall caseloads 
to other laboratories.

Of that figure,
just 2% is being sent 

to laboratories 
located outside 

of the U.S.

Source: LMT Research Dept. ©2008

Respondents’ total gross 
laboratory sales for 2007

Source: LMT Research Dept. ©2008

The number of laboratories taking in between $301,000
and $2 million in sales has increased by 10%—from 

22% to 32%—in the last two years
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